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Message from the Interim Executive Director and CEO, Telefilm Canada)   
 
We could not be more excited to come back to the festival circuit to celebrate the artistry of film and 
showcase Canadian creatives around the world and at home. That is why we are proud to support  
The Edmonton Short Film Festival!  
 
We want to thank and congratulate The Edmonton Short Film Festival for its continued support of 
diverse voices in film and for fostering the return to cinemas so we can all celebrate these talents from 
around the world in theatres once again.   
 
And remember, keep supporting Canadian talent in theatres and online whenever you can!  
  
  

 
 
Francesca Accinelli  
Interim Executive Director and CEO, Telefilm Canada 
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 Gala Films

Tango Through Life 

Clowning Around 

Hearth of the Lion 

Early Birds 

The Guardian | The Orbs’ Archive 

Only Here on Loan 

*I Have A Few Notes

The Final Exam

*Congratulations

Pastry man  

INTERMISSION

Lift Me Up: the Story of a Band in a Pandemic 

*Bang Boom Kapow Life of a Super Dad

Landline

Waiting On Love 

Memories 

Tomorrow remains  

Ts’oostsitsi (Years Ago) 

Writer’s Block 

Johnny Crow 

Adventures in Chemistry: Heart of Silver 

*Sleeping Beauty

Rerouted

Hard Not To Love

**Stage Door Johnny

AWARD  PRESENTATIONS

Director

Zsofia Opra-Szabo 

Kylie Hitchcock 

Vicki Van Chau 

Cole Stevenson 

Aaron Glanfield 

Darrin Hagen 

Dan Moser

Beth Wishart MacKenzie,  
Ibrahim Cin 

David Gigena-Kazimierczak 

Carlo Ghioni 

Eden Munro

Craig Sorensen

Matt Prazak 

Clare Mullen 

Adriel (Strenneth) Rosenfeldt 

Maedeh Mosaverzadeh 

Adam Solway 

Vinson Chan 

Xstine Cook, Jesse Gouchey 

Reuben Mahaffy 

Sheldon Clerk

Kelsey Andries, Noah Fallis

Ty Ferguson 

David Haas

Voting for Audience Choice Award / Silent Auction & 50/50 Winners Announced

*Winners from the 48-Hour Mobile Device Filmmaking Challenge.    **Alberta Screenwriter Acceleration Program Winner.



 LONG Short Films

Blind Ambition: The Wop May Story  

Blanca Noche  
Mincemeat Manor Short  

Sensei  
No Longer Suitable For Use 

SPECIAL LIVE INTERVIEW WITH  
JULIAN JOSLIN

INTERMISSION &  
360/VR FILMS SCREENING 

There is exactly enough time  
Long Road to Freedom 

Brother Rick 
Look the part 

One Hundred and Three Farmers 

The Genius   
Loneliness of the Bear  

The Night I Left America  
Trojan Horace

Director/Country

Frederick Kroetsch,  
Tom Robinson/ Alberta 
Nicolás Canales Pizarro / Chile  
Hedley Harlan, Ryan M Shaw / USA 
Jill Roberts / Alberta 
Julian Joslin / USA 

Oskar Salomonowitz / Austria
Cameron Walker / Ontario
Elton Hubner / British Columbia 
Claire Fletcher / Australia 
François Lluelles,  
Vincent Lluelles / France 
Irving Cheung, Philip Chan / China 
Grégory Lecocq / British Columbia 
Laki Karavias / USA 
Scott Graham  / USA
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Tracey Strnad / Canada   
Mary Ward
SYNOPSIS  This documentary explores the tragic story 
behind the shipwreck of the MARY WARD. This 360 video 
experience takes the audience on a virtual underwater dive 
exploration of the shipwreck of the Mary Ward located in 
the waters of South Georgian Bay. BIO Tracey Strnad started 
working as a commercial film director for clients such as HP, 
after graduating from Laurentian University with a Marketing 
Degree. As a documentary filmmaker, she has written and 
directed numerous films. Tracey recently premiered her first 
narrative feature film LABOUR DAY at the 2022 Cinequest 
Film Festival.

Ash Khatibi / Denmark   
A Fire at Chernobyl
SYNOPSIS  Irina, Yuri, and their daughter are hoping for a 
stable life in Pripyat, but when a fire at the nearby nuclear 
power plant forces Yuri to fulfill his firefighter duties, the life 
of the family is turned upside down. BIO Ash Khatibi, born 
and raised in Denmark, uses his passion for storytelling and 
technology to find new ways of telling moving and immersive 
stories to audiences around the world.

Kim Noce / United Kingdom   
Cities of Ladies (YOU)
SYNOPSIS  Cities of Ladies is an immersive poetic animation 
documentary trilogy created through multi-disciplinary 
art practices to foster hope, change and promote self-
development; through the exploration and recognition of 
personal views and ideologies. Inspired by “The Book of the 
City of Ladies” by Christine de Pizan (1364 – c. 1430). BIO 
Kim Noce is an Italian artist filmmaker and animator resident 
in the UK. Her work has been screened in major international 
film festivals, displayed in art galleries, broadcasted on major 
TV channels, on streaming platforms and won several prizes 
around the world.

       360/VR FILMS 2022
             SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 / INTERMISSION



EDMONTON SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 2022    9

Sina Dolati / Ontario   
Lily’s Day
SYNOPSIS  Lily’s Day transports audiences back to childhood 
when pure imagination ruled over responsibilities. Through 
the first-person point of view, relive the magical experience 
of visiting a toy shop and getting mesmerized, while learning 
more about Lily’s story. With her family going through a 
rough patch, she must consider the impacts of a bittersweet 
decision. BIO Sina Dolati is an Iranian-Canadian filmmaker 
based in Toronto. His recent work includes music videos 
for Juno-winning band The Halluci Nation (formerly A Tribe 
Called Red), the narrative VR short Lily’s Day, and the music 
video ADHD, which was nominated for Best Direction at 
Berlin Commercial 2022.

          360/VR FILMS 2022

VR Headsets and support provided by AlignVR

Whether you’re a small team of 10 or an international business, AlignVR delivers the  
latest in behavioural assessment technology to help your team work better together.
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Daniel Foreman / Alberta   
Bus 7003
SYNOPSIS  A father and his two daughters catch BUS 7003 
with the girls running rampant. Dad does nothing until finally 
confronted by an upset passenger and unveiling his secret. 
BIO Daniel Foreman is a Métis filmmaker from Canada. For 
over ten years, he has focused his energy and creative talents 
on creating short films in all genres and recently completed 
his first feature film “Abducted”.

          360/VR FILMS 2022

Tracy Spottiswoode / United Kingdom   
A Frequency at Lavernock
SYNOPSIS  The Captain’s Wife haunts the coast at Lavernock, fated to re-enact a tragic event 
from long ago. At the same site, the first ever wireless message across the sea was transmitted 
in Morse Code by Guglielmo Marconi in 1897. Here too lie the bones of dinosaurs and the 
remains of shipwrecks and those who lost their lives trying to reach the shore. Lavernock 
is a place layered with history, legend, and more than a bit of magic. BIO Tracy is an award-
winning writer-director working in film, animation, TV, theatre, radio and immersive XR. She 
began her career as an actor and designer before moving into writing and directing. Time 
spent studying and working in former Czechoslovakia inspired many cold war themed projects 
including her first animated film Codename Corgi. She has received 6 major awards including 
1st BAF, Gold in Chicago & 2 x BAFTA Cymru. 
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FOR THE LOVE  
OF THE SHOW. 
When the lights go down, the transformation begins,  
and we’re delivered to places we never thought to go. 

Enjoy the festival. 
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       SHORT FILMS 2022

Tango Through Life
Life is like a dance where we do not 
know the dance steps. Tango Through 
Life explores how every interaction with 
others affects and changes us, presented 
in a unique way through a traditional 
tango dance 

Director: Zsofia Opra-Szabo / Edmonton 

Zsofia Opra-Szabo, BFA, MFA, has a background 
in theatre design and an interest in crossing the 
boundaries between theatre, film and puppetry. Her 
animations have won several awards around the 
world. In addition to being an animation filmmaker 
and theatre designer, Zsofia creates installations and 
fine art projects, and teaches art workshops.

Clowning Around
A young woman must overcome her 
lifelong phobia to be with the man she 
has fallen madly in love with.

Director: Kylie Hitchcock / Banff

Kylie is an award-winning director and screenwriter 
based in Canada with a focus on narrative film 
and television. Her films have been screened in 
numerous international film festivals, winning 
awards for best direction.
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Hearth of the Lion 
Hearth of the Lion illustrates the bond 
between three brothers, with their 
dedication, discipline, and passion on 
display, as they embody the powerful 
movements of the lion and the fire of the 
wok hearth. 

Director: Vicki Van Chau / Calgary

Vicki Van Chau is a second generation Chinese-
Vietnamese Canadian. Her short films mainly focus 
on the Asian diaspora experience. She recently 
received the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta 
Emerging Artist Award in 2022.

Early Birds
A small penguin tries to find a friend to  
play with. 

Director: Cole Stevenson / Edmonton

Cole Stevenson is a 21-year-old actor, writer, 
director, and animator. He is currently studying 
Computer Science at the University of Alberta with 
plans to pursue animation as a career.
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The Guardian | The Orbs’ 
Archive
The Guardian | The Orbs’ Archive follows 
the adventures of Raddix and Emma in a 
post-apocalyptic world. Raddix is bent on 
restoring what is known as “the Order of 
the Orbs” and bringing about peace and 
stability.

Director: Aaron Glanfield / Okotoks

Born and raised in Ontario, Aaron loved everything 
that used his creative mind. From playing piano and 
guitar, drawing comics and writing stories, to making 
movies with friends, these activities have been his 
passion. About eight years ago Aaron decided to 
get back into film, and has been creating short films 
ever since.

Only Here on Loan
The progress of a near century 
encompassed in snapshots, combining 
the ever-advancing modes of 
transmission with the always-shifting 
manner in which fashion views femininity. 
Through Olivia’s journey across decades, 
we fast-forward through time and 
perhaps see the larger picture. Nothing is 
permanent.

Director: Darrin Hagen / Edmonton

Darrin Hagen is a writer, essayist, photographer, and 
AMPIA award recipient for Best Male Host for his 
work in the series “Who’s On Top?” He was named 
one of the 25 Most Influential Artists in Alberta for 
the past 25 years by the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts. He has received 7 Sterling Awards and over 
40 nominations, 2 Calgary Critics awards, and was 
inducted into the Q Hall of Fame Canada.
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I Have A Few Notes   
Winner for Best COVID-Themed Film

Wanna make it in the movie business? All 
you gotta do is listen to the producers 
and make sure you take every note they 
give you seriously. It’s the ONLY path to 
success. 

Director: Dan Moser / Edmonton

Good Improv is a comedy collective based in 
Edmonton. They have been creating unscripted 
comedy for more than 5 years and have just 
recently turned their focus to prewritten/edited 
material. Members: Dan Moser, Jordan Ward, Justin 
Deveau & Amanda LeBlanc.

The Final Exam 
Set in 1998 Turkey, The Final Exam 
is a classroom drama based on actual 
events. Upholding new academic policy, a 
university professor tells a devout young 
Muslim woman to remove her headscarf 
in order to write a final.

Directors: Beth Wishart MacKenzie, 
Ibrahim Cin / Edmonton

Beth Wishart MacKenzie (Co-Writer/Co-Producer/
Co-Director) is an educator and award-winning 
filmmaker based in Edmonton. Her film work reflects 
her keen interest in “Diversity & Inclusion”. As a socially 
engaged filmmaker, Beth seeks to use the creative 
medium of film to build community in Canada.

Ibrahim Cin (Co-Writer/Co-Producer/Co-Director) 
is originally from Turkey. Now living in Canada, his 
work has focused on improving interfaith dialogue 
between Muslims and other faith and secular 
communities in Canada. The Final Exam allowed him 
to exercise his storytelling capacity and to use film to 
promote cross-cultural understanding and dialogue.
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CONGRATULATIONS   
Winner Best Overall 2022 48hr Film

Soon-to-be graduate, Ava Henderson, recalls 
her past through technological means.

Director: David Gigena-Kazimierczak / 
Edmonton

David graduated from the Northern Alberta Institute 
of Technology (NAIT) with a diploma in Digital 
Cinema. He is extremely motivated to constantly 
develop my skills and grow professionally as a 
director, screenwriter and film producer.

Pastry Man
The pastries lead to finding love. Love 
is making pastries for the special one. 
A grumpy pastry-man finds inspiration 
when he creates sweets for a woman 
he loves, who, in return, grants him the 
chance of a smile.   

Director: Carlito (Carlo) Ghioni / 
Edmonton

Originally from Italy, Carlito merged his technical 
and creative backgrounds to produce work in 
Canada. His artistic perspective occupies the gap 
between Canadian and European cultures. Carlo is 
living the “reality” of a New Canadian, experiencing 
on a daily basis the hope and disappointment shared 
by people caught between worlds.



Proud sponsors of the Edmonton  
Short Film Festival and their dedication  

to Alberta independent film.

www.romanovsky.com
E D M O N TO N  •  TO R O N TO

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS



 20   EDMONTON SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 2022

Cold Appetizers
Antipasto Skewer ~ mozzarella, 
salami, olive, artichoke skewers 
*Gluten Free*

Brie and Pear Phyllo Parcels ~ 
brie with poached pear and sundried 
cranberries *Vegetarian*

Deviled Eggs ~ garnished with 
crisp capers and smoked paprika 
*Vegetarian & Gluten Free*

Garden Flatbread ~ with roast 
vegetables, olive oil and fresh herbs 
*Vegan & Vegetarian*

Bridges Desserts
An assortment of cream puffs, 
key lime cheesecake tarts and 
chocolate brownie bites 

50/50 Tickets sales end

Blonde Ale  Meet this natural Blonde, 
whose golden glow comes from the finest 
two-row Alberta barley. An ale with a 
crisp, dry palate that balances a slight 
fruity sweetness and subtle bitterness. 
Handcrafted, unpasteurized, free of 
preservatives and additives. 

Cider  The Village Apple Cider blends 
the sweet, tart and refreshingly crisp 
flavour of apples with subtle notes of pear 
and earl grey tea. Smooth, semi-dry and 
balanced.

Binge Watch  A smooth and hazy 
New Zealand Pale Ale, filled with 
unique hop varieties that provide 
grapefruit, pine and white wine flavour 
notes. 

Silent Auction 
Ahava Day Spa Gift Bag, Grower 
Direct Certificate, Flower’s on 50th 
Gift Card, Flowers by Mila Gift Card, 
Metro Cinema – 2 Cinema 6-Pack, 
Telus World of Science Gift Bag, Royal 
Alberta Museum Family Admission.

Audience Choice Award 
Your ticket has an Audience Choice 
Award ballot on the back. Use the 
pencil provided when you checked in 
to select your favourite film. Ballots 
will be collected before Stage Door 
Johnny and the winner announced 
after the Genre “Best of” Awards.

INTERMISSION
/B

R
I D

G
E S

C A T E R I N G   
@ B R I D G E S

C
A

T
E

R
I N

G
      

  @
BRIDGESCATERINGYEG

#THEWORDOFMOUTH

Live Music  

Louise Dawson 
Band
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Lift Me Up: the Story of a 
Band in a Pandemic 
Ayla Brook & the Sound Men released an 
album on the day that everything shut 
down due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
band was left to adjust to a world without 
traditional live shows. Lift Me Up follows 
the group from the recording studio to a 
physically distant, emotionally connected 
rooftop gig.

Director: Eden Munro / Edmonton
Eden Munro spent a decade as a music journalist 
before founding NTT Films with Mike Siek in 2014. 
Since then, Eden has continued his work in cultural 
documentation with film and photography projects. 
He is currently nearing the end of post-production 
on a feature-length film about Edmonton alt-country 
band Jr. Gone Wild.

BANG BOOM KAPOW LIFE 
OF A SUPER DAD
Winner Best Use of Secret Elements  
2022 48hr Film

A superhero trying to deal with the 
difficulty of raising a family. 

Director: Craig Sorensen / Ponoka
Craig Sorensen was born and raised in Central 
Alberta. He moved to Vancouver to pursue acting 
and modelling in his 20s and had a great time doing 
so. Craig eventually established a beautiful family 
with his wife which brought them back to Alberta. 
After many years away from the industry, Craig is 
slowly making his way back.
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Landline
A mother and daughter embark on a road 
trip to locate a prized family possession 
with sentimental value 

Director: Matt Prazak / Calgary
Matt Prazak is an emerging filmmaker from Leduc 
who resides in Calgary. After high school, he studied 
film and video production at SAIT Polytechnic, 
graduating in 2018. Prazak is a writer, director, and 
producer known for his work on Landline (Calgary 
Underground Film Festival, CBC Short Film Face 
Off) and Theft (2022).

Waiting on Love
When a waiter discovers a man is 
proposing to his gal, he tries to help 
him out by magically producing the ring; 
disaster quickly ensues.

Director: Clare Mullen / Edmonton
Clare Mullen is an award-winning writer, director 
and actor in film and theatre. She won Outstanding 
New Work (2017) for her play Next Sunday at the 
ADFA One Act Theatre Festival and was funded to 
develop it into a feature film. In 2020 and 2021 her 
web-based historical “tours” with Tim Marriott were 
featured as part of Historic Edmonton and Doors 
Open Festival.
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Memories 
Robin’s music video for her song, 
“Memories” takes inspiration from sci-fi 
media and futuristic tech-wear styles 
to illustrate the individualized and very 
personal struggle that people have with 
their mental health.

Director: Adriel (Strenneth) Rosenfeld / 
Edmonton
Adriel found his interest in filmmaking at a young 
age and shaped his career path as a creative while 
learning computer effects to elevate his visuals. 
A graduate of NAIT’s Digital Cinema program, 
Adriel been in the freelance filmmaking industry 
creating many content forms, including short films, 
commercials, and over 20 music videos.

Tomorrow Remains 
Plastic objects are now an inseparable 
part of our life. With the Covid 19 
pandemic, the use of this material 
increased even more. Tomorrow Remains 
attempts to show the passage of seasons 
and life, and how single-use plastic 
objects leave their trace behind and 
become objects of tomorrow. 

Director: Maedeh Mosaverzadeh / 
Calgary

Maedeh Mosaverzadeh is an Iranian visual 
storyteller based in Calgary. Through illustration 
and animation, she unfolds stories about the 
interconnected relations between people and 
nature in an everyday.
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Ts’oostsitsi (Years Ago)
Ts’oostsitsi is a Blackfoot word used to 
describe the past. The film profiles Ike 
Solway and his responsibility to continue 
storytelling in his family. Ike recounts 
a powerful experience had by his 
grandfather. What follows is a story  
that echoes through generations. 

Director: Adam Solway / Calgary

Solway is an emerging Blackfoot filmmaker from 
Siksika Nation. He is currently working to be a 
writer, director, and cinematographer. His past films 
include festival-run shorts and documentaries. His 
work continues to feature Indigenous perspectives, 
stories and experiences. 

Writer’s Block
A student struggling to complete a 
creative writing assignment is inflicted 
with the condition known as Writer’s 
Block, which manifests itself in the form 
of a tiny elephant doodle. Aggravated by 
its presence and unable to write because 
of it, he attempts to ward off the pesky 
doodle and end its shenanigans once and 
for all!   

Director: Vinson Chan / Calgary

Vinson makes inanimate objects move and shoots 
them at the expense of his own sanity. And he’ll do 
it again.
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Johnny Crow
A poetic and transformative journey 
of a young man’s physical, mental, and 
spiritual struggle to return to his son 
through the criminal justice system and 
the layers of colonization it represents. 
Turtle Island agreements were to share, 
and nobody was conquered. Today’s 
resistance seeks to expose and correct 
treaty trickery, the dishonourable paper 
wars that are won and lost with the flick 
of a stock market digit.

Director: Xstine Cook, Jesse Gouchey / 
Calgary

Created by animating spray-painted murals frame-
by-frame, Cree artist Jesse Gouchey painted each 
frame on large outdoor surfaces over a period of 
seven years in numerous locations across Alberta 
and BC. Johnny Crow’s struggle speaks to the 
resilience of modern day warriors surviving and 
resisting bureaucratic battles of written laws vs 
oral traditions, and is contrasted by a haunting 
poem written and performed by spoken word artist 
Mitcholos Touchie. 

Adventures in Chemistry: 
Heart of Silver
A tiny copper heart embarks on a journey 
to transform itself chemically into pure 
silver. The journey, viewed under the 
microscope, is spectacular.   

Director: Reuben Mahaffy / Edmonton

Reuben is a chemistry teacher who enjoys using  
film to showcase the beauty, mystery, and magic  
of chemistry.
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You create. We protect.
Your Independent Alberta Production Counsel

RedFrameLaw.com • 780.394.1707
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Sleeping Beauty 
Winner Best Marketing 2022 48hr Film

The princess has been awoken and it’s 
happily ever after... or is it? 

Director: Sheldon Clerk / Edmonton

Long-time actor/writer Sheldon Clerk makes his 
directorial debut.

Rerouted
Thinking his exhausting delivery day is 
over, Charlie discovers a missed delivery 
and must pull up his socks, go on an 
adventure and deliver the most obscure 
package to the most obscure place. A 
pandemic-inspired story with a cross-
cultural twist. Since we ALL know an 
Aussie or two.

Directors: Kelsey Andries, Noah Fallis / 
Calgary

Kelsey is an actor, writer, stunt performer and 
producer. Her artistic mission is to create safe and 
inclusive places where artists can explore their 
strengths and vulnerability. When she is not writing, 
producing or performing, Kelsey can be found 
training her rescue dog Dingo and taking care of her 
large plant collection.

Noah has been pointing cameras at people since 
birth. It is said that after the umbilical cord was 
cut, there was a gentle cry followed by directions 
to soften the light. Since then he has continued 
to grow his craft by directing award-winning 
commercials and a whole lot of content you’ve been 
force-fed by algorithms.
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Hard Not To Love 
Lise goes on a search to reunite with her 
lost partner during a zombie apocalypse. 

Director: Ty Ferguson / Calgary

Ty Ferguson is a filmmaker from Edmonton. 
Specializing in directing and cinematography,  
Ty aims to bring light to humanistic stories that  
have gone untold.

          ALBERTA SCREENWRITER’S  
          ACCELERATOR PROGRAM FILM

Stage Door Johnny
An inexperienced theatre security guard connects with an aging fan.

Director: David Haas

David’s bio could fill volumes. A veteran, musician, lawyer, actor, award-winning playwright, 
this is David’s first produced film. His script was selected from dozens submitted to the 
inaugural Alberta Screenwriter’s Accelerator Program through which he was mentored as a 
screenwriter, producer and director.



Frederick Kroetsch, Tom Robinson / Alberta 
Blind Ambition: The Wop May Story
Shot on 35mm filmstock with an orchestral 
musical score, Blind Ambition brings to life the 
story of an inspiring and courageous pilot.
Frederick is an Edmonton-based documentary filmmaker. 
His vast portfolio includes Last of the Fur Traders, which 
follows the journey of his father returning to the arctic; 
The TV series Queen of the Oil Patch; and dozens of 
documentaries for TELUS Originals, CBC Digital, Telefilm, 
Bravo, NFB, CTV and Shaw. Frederick is EP and DOP on 
Wochiigii lo: End of the Peace, which premiered at TIFF 
2021. 

Tom Robinson is a writer and award-winning emerging 
filmmaker. His past works include several short narrative 
films, a radio documentary broadcast nationally on CBC 
Spark, and an immersive multimedia project featured on 
Discovery’s Daily Planet.

Nicolas Canales Pizzaro / Chile  
Blanca Noche
Blanca creates a ritual to overcome her fear 
of the dark. Finding herself unable to turn on 
the light in her house, she begins an oneiric 
(dreamworld) encounter with her past, which she 
will have to overcome to live her life.
Nicolas studied at the International School of Film and 
Television EICTV in Directing; Meisner Technical Actors 
(Basic and Advanced), Cuba; production in APIMA. Buenos 
Aires, Argentina and has an Acting degree from the Finis 
Terrae University (Chile). He has developed a career in 
Cinema, Theater and Pedagogy. As a Film Director, he 
made the short films “NODO”, “HEMISFERIOS”, and 
“BLANCA NOCHE”.

           LONG SHORT FILMS 2022



Hedley Harlan, Ryan M Shaw / United States  
Mincemeat Manor Trailer 
After accidentally waltzing his ravishing wife 
into a cattle pulverizer of his own creation, 
disgraced inventor, Hiram Sedgwick and 
his enemies hold a seance to set the record 
straight with the dearly departed spouse. Plans 
do not go accordingly and the house comes 
to life in this horror romp where the pets talk, 
appliances attack, blackboards write of their 
own accord, and zombies sing and dance.
Hedley Harlan is an American actor and writer known for 
playing vixens, rockers and lunatics with a gleeful and almost 
wholesome feel. She first graced the screen as a young 
teenager in Natasha Bedingfield’s music video, Unwritten, 
directed by Chris Applebaum. She wrote a slew of horror 
and comedy scripts in her teens and twenties, eventually 
stepping in as an actress in Smash the Kitty alongside Jason 
Ritter.

Born in Brooklyn to Puerto Rican and Polish parents, Ryan 
grew up between New York, Puerto Rico, and Texas. He 
is an American actor, composer, and director, known for 
playing heroes, rockers, psychos and anyone else with a 
lot of soul and a wavering grasp of reality. He broke into 
the scene in a pivotal episode of Blue Bloods and became 
most widely recognized for his role of the unhinged Willis 
in Tibor Takács’, Blowback with Randy Couture and Cam 
Gigandet.
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Jill Roberts / Alberta 
Sensei
Natalie Olson is the first Canadian with Down 
syndrome to achieve her black belt in karate. 
Together with coach, Heather Fidyk, she has 
blazed a trail for Canadian para-athletes to 
compete internationally. As Natalie trains for an 
important grading, she is joined by para athlete 
Conrad Graup, who dreams of getting his black 
belt and competing worldwide like his karate 
hero, Natalie.

Jill Roberts is a writer, director, and founder of The Writing 
Department and Exploding Helicopter Productions. After 
a successful career as a copywriter and corporate video 
producer, she is returning to her roots in film and TV. 

Julian Joslin / United States 
No Longer Suitable For Use
Samir, a Syrian-Egyptian immigrant, has built 
a tenuous life for himself and his young son 
in Brooklyn. After years of working as an 
informant for the FBI, an opportunity arises 
to tell a lie that might end the deportation 
proceedings threatening to separate him from 
his son and their new home. Samir must decide 
how far he will go to protect his hard-earned 
place in the country.
Julian Joslin is a New York-based writer, director, and editor. 
He worked for federal public defenders in New York City 
assisting with the defense of 11 alleged terrorists including 
Bin Laden’s lieutenant, an international arms dealer, the 
Newburgh Four, and AQAP member Minh Quang Pham. 
His comedy shorts have been featured on the homepages 
of Huffington Post, BuzzFeed, Funny Or Die, and Vulture.
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Oskar Salomonowitz, Virgil Widrich / Austria  
There is exactly enough time
Oskar Salomonowitz, the 12-year-old son 
of filmmakers Anja Salomonowitz and Virgil 
Widrich, had drawn 206 frames from a flip 
book when he died in an accident. Using the 
remaining blank sheets, his father continued 
drawing the film.
Oskar Salomonowitz was born in Vienna in 2008. At the 
age of three, he was an actor in the feature film “Spain” 
(2012), and at 6 he drew his first animated film. On 
October.2020, Oskar died in an accident. Virgil Widrich is 
the winner of over 200 international film awards including 
an Oscar nomination for his short “Copy Shop”. 

Cameron Walker / Ontario
Long Road to Freedom
Long Road to Freedom is a short dance film that 
looks at themes of racism and injustice related 
to the story of Nelson Mandela, through the 
interpretive lens of dance. We follow the dancer 
as she is confronted with racial injustice, and the 
journey she takes in learning to cope with and 
process these challenges.
Cameron Walker is an award-winning Canadian filmmaker 
and cinematographer. With his work shown in festivals, 
museums, and major cultural events across the globe, he 
focuses his eye on compelling, genuine narratives with global 
appeal. He is the creative director for SGP Media Inc. 

          LONG SHORT FILMS 2022



EDMONTON SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 2022    35

Elton Hubner / BC 
Brother Rick
How a member of the Quw’utsun First Nation 
is bringing people of different backgrounds and 
generations together as brothers and sisters.

Elton Hubner is the founder of Eyes Multimedia, a video 
production company based in Vancouver, BC. With a BA in 
Journalism and an MA in Media Studies from the Technical 
University of Berlin, he’s led the production of over a 
thousand video projects during the past 10 years.

Clare Fletcher / Australia
Look The Part
Sam is a cleaner working in a large theatre who 
has a passion to be a dancer but is too shy to 
realize her dreams. When Peaches (her magical 
inner-diva-cum-drag queen) materializes one 
night, Sam’s dreams transform into reality. 
Claire Fletcher is an editor with over 20 years of experience 
across documentary, drama and music clips. She has 
mentored many young directors, teaching master classes 
at the Singapore Media Academy, Sydney Film School and 
Western Sydney University. 

François Lluelles, Vincent Lluelles / France
One Hundred and Three Farmers
Threatened with expropriation by an amusement 
park, Serge and his son Jérôme will struggle as 
they work to save their family farm.
François and Vincent are brothers from Aix-en-Provence 
(France). Since childhood, they have been writing and 
directing videos of all kinds together and it is logical that they 
turned to Cinema studies in Paris. “One Hundred and three 
farmers” is their first film.

          LONG SHORT FILMS 2022



 36   EDMONTON SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 2022

Irving Cheung, Philip Chan / China
The Genius
A socially awkward middle age man attempts to 
connect with the community at the park through 
fishing, only to find himself more isolated than 
ever. A miracle occurs when he fishes alone. 
With this unusual experience, he starts to gain 
popularity at the park.
Irving Cheung – director, production designer, art director, 
costume designer, and fine artist – is the creative mind 
behind multi-art forms and various commercial or arty 
projects. (www.irvingcheung.com)

Philip Chan, a TVC director with over 15 years of 
experience, is the mastermind behind Glance Limited, 
a one-stop creative studio producing TV commercials, 
online promotion videos, short films, and motion graphics. 
(www.glance.com.hk)

Grégory Lecocq / France 
Loneliness of the Bear 
Tasked by a bar owner, Erwan is to collect a 
gambling debt from a deadbeat, only to get off 
with a nasty knife wound. When his ex calls to 
remind him that it’s his day to take custody of 
their six-year-old daughter, Charlie, he knows 
it’s going to be a tricky night, especially with the 
cops waiting outside his house.

Grégory Lecocq was born in 1978 in Etterbeek. After 
growing up in Charleroi, he obtained a degree in film 
writing at the Université libre de Bruxelles. He writes nu-
merous scripts for himself or in collaboration with film and 
television. Alongside this, he pursued a career as a director. 
His first feature film, Le Signe indien, is in development at 
Cookies films.
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Laki Karavias / United States
The Night I Left America
While awaiting the results of his mother’s 
US visa renewal, a teenage immigrant finds 
himself at a crossroads between holding onto 
the promise of opportunity in America and 
embracing the life he left behind in Uganda.
Laki Karavias is a Greek-American filmmaker, currently 
dividing his time between Europe and the Pacific 
Northwest. He studied at the National Film and Television 
School (UK) and Prague Film School, Laki began writing 
stories mixing gravitas and whimsy, while maintaining 
a human core. When not making films, Laki looks for 
opportunities to pursue his passion for adolescent film 
education, particularly for youth living in underserved 
communities and economically fragile contexts both 
locally and abroad.

Scott Graham / United States 
Trojan Horace  
A group of Greek warriors try to pass through 
the walls of the great city of Troy, but meet 
their match in a clueless Trojan guardsman.

Originally from Edmonton, Scott Graham has been working 
in the animation field for more years than he would like to 
admit. He has worked in film, television and video games 
for industry leaders like Disney, Cartoon Network and Fox 
Animation. He is currently the animation supervisor of 
Fox’s “The Great North” and lives in Los Angeles with his 
wife and adorable dog.
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Metro Cinema is a community-based, 
not-for-profit society devoted to promoting 
Canadian, Independent, and International 
cinema. We also aim to create and foster 
opportunities for our local communities 
to screen films, host discussions, and help
engage the greater Edmonton community 
in many different ways.

In addition, we regularly screen old favourites, 
cult classics, and more—like our Saturday- 
Morning-All-You-Can-Eat-Cereal Cartoon 
Party!

Regular admission:
Adult: $14
Youth/Student/Senior: $11

8712 109 St.
metrocinema.org



OUR THANKS!
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FAITHFUL PATRONS WHO 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY ATTEND OUR EVENTS, AND TO THE 
FILMMAKERS WHO SHARE THEIR WORK WITH US. 

VOLUNTEERS: Aaliyah Somers, Brendan Grape, Cale Humphreys, Cielo Mez, Cole  
Reid, Darrell Portz, Diane Alte, Elizabeth Grierson, Ernest Augustus, Eva Beyene,  
Gail Siminoski, Gregory Pang, Hamna Tahir, Jaenelle Cardinal, Jaime Hill, Joelle Fagan, 
John Smith, Justin Cruse, Laird Borst, Rachel Phung, Roo Baker, Stephen Borst,  
Tannu Tannu, Vikas Singh, Wayne Kerr 

ESFF STAFF: Candace Makowichuk, Abraham Fawaz, Chance Brook, Daryan Train,  
Dylan Bastable, Kim Huynh, Rebekah Borst

ESFF BOARD: Daniel Foreman, Sharlene Millang, Chase Gardiner, Kieran Jardine,  
Rebecca Riddell, Mitra Knight, Nadeem Sunderji, Tim Hanson

ADJUDICATORS: Carolyn Dunk, Cody Porter, Jack Belhumeur, Jessica Moutray,  
Laura la France, Peter Morton

PRIZES & AUCTION ITEMS: Ahava Spa, Festival City Catering, Flowers on 50th,  
Grower Direct, Metro Cinema, Royal Alberta Museum, Telus World of Science

MEDIA PARTNERS: Adrienne Lamb of CBC’s Our Edmonton for doing a feature  
on the Edmonton Short Film Festival. Bill LeBlanc from The Raven 89.3  
(presenting the award for Best Music Video).


